J ust as many aspects of our lives have become part of a global village-transportation, communications, economic affairs-so, too, has crime taken on a global dimension. The same political and economic changes and technological advances that support easy international travel, communication, and business transactions also facilitate a criminal's ability to commit crimes that transcend borders. And because the United States is the world's richest country, it represents the most opportune target for transnational crime, which is defined by the United Nations as "offenses whose inception, prevention, and/or direct or indirect effects involve more than one country." 1 For most of its history, NIJ could serve its primary constituentsState and local policymakers and practitioners-quite well by focusing on research and development within the borders of the United States. But criminal justice officials today are increasingly being asked to deal with offenses and offenders whose origins and connections lie outside the country. Drugs and drug offenders are the most obvious of these, but by no means the only ones. Transnational crimes include trafficked prostitutes from Southeast Asia or the former Soviet Union; migrant workers being exploited in sweatshops or farm fields; an array of credit card and banking frauds; automobiles stolen for shipment overseas; guns smuggled in an effort to evade regulation; and children trafficked through Canada and Mexico for use by child pornography rings. And the list could go on.
The escalating threat associated with the new forms of crime was highlighted by a crime bill called the International Crime Control Act (ICCA) of 1998, which was introduced exactly 30 years after the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 created NIJ. This bill did not become law, but its goals are suggestive of problem areas needing attention on the international stage: denying safe haven to international fugitives, streamlining the investigation and prosecution of international crime in U.S. courts, promoting global cooperation among law enforcement, and responding to emerging international crime problems.
Factors That Make Transnational Crime Possible
In a recent report of a workshop commissioned by NIJ, the National Research Council said that transnational crime was being affected by three related factors:
s Globalization of the economy. See "Special Initiatives," page 6, for activities that are making a significant contribution to our understanding of transnational crime.
Disseminate Knowledge. The International Center serves as an export-import bank of information through the exchange of ideas and knowledge among law enforcement agencies, academic institutions, and others in the criminal justice community, both here and abroad.
The means for this dissemination include reports, articles, books, and other materials in both paper and electronic formats.
Helping to link the International Center to the rest of the globe is the World Justice Information Network (WJIN) and the Internet Studio, operated by the Rule of Law Foundation under a cooperative agreement with NIJ. 4 WJIN is an Internet-based community of some 6,000 criminal justice scholars and practitioners from more than 100 countries who share information through a global virtual library and an online forum. Finally, and most practically, it is in America's best interests to assist Ukraine in solving its crime problems-whether they be in trafficking women, children, drugs, arms, or nuclear materials, or in some type of organized crimebefore they spill over the borders into Europe and the United States. By doing so, NIJ helps to achieve the crime control and safe streets goals set for it 30 years ago.
ation with Howard University's South Africa studies program, the Center cohosted a workshop on treatment, training, and health care in South African prisons and jails for South Africa's Minister of Correctional Services.
In the years leading up to the creation of NIJ over 30 years ago, crime in America was very much a domestic issue fueled by crime in the streets, urban riots, disregard for law and order, and poor policecommunity relations. Concerns about international crime were virtually non-existent. With the exception of a few issues, such as drug smuggling, transnational crime was not considered a major problem at that time.
Today, more than three decades later, the crime situation in the United States is vastly different.
Crimes that originate in one country and occur in another and criminals who migrate across national borders have become almost commonplace. As this phenomenon changes the face of American crime, NIJ's International Center will continue to advance awareness of these types of crime and knowledge of how to respond to them.
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